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Finding Their Way Back Home

First Emma, then Rusty both came back to us,
within a few days of each other, after being with their
new families for a year or two. What is going on? It
seems the economy is having an enormous effect on
the rescue business. Many families are losing their
jobs and homes. Faced with nowhere to go and no
money to live on they are forced to relinquish their
beloved friends. It is not an easy decision for anyone
and we empathize with their situations.

We are getting more and more dogs returned to us.
Fortunately for these dogs our policy is to always take
back a dog that we adopted out. It does not matter
why. We will ALWAYS take them back.

That is why we were so saddened when we went to
pick up a new stray at the San Luis Obispo shelter
only to find out it was one of our girls. She was
adopted to a woman two years ago. Freckle’s mom, in
violation of her adoption agreement, relinquished
Freckles to the shelter instead of calling us.

Freckles is 10-years-old and has a couple of minor
health problems. If we had not found her she would
have been at risk for euthanasia, as her age and health
would make her unadoptable at many shelters
including San Luis Obispo.

We are not the only ones with this problem. The
shelters and other rescue groups are all seeing the
same trend. There have never been so many dogs at
the shelters in all our 5 years of rescue. We know it
will come back around but in the mean time it is
stretching the resources of the rescue world very thin.

If you would like to help, this is the time to try out
fostering or even adopting another dog. A wonderful
woman readopted Freckles. But we still have four
dogs that are in need of foster homes at this time,
Emma, Jasper, Rusty, and Buddy. They are all
different personalities and ages and we will make sure

to find vou the one that fits your hoseheld.

Rusty

With so many dogs coming back and adoptions
down we are not able to take in as many dogs as we
would like but we do not regret our policy one bit. We
have made a commitment to these dogs. Once they are
part of our family we will always, ALWAYS be there
for them. If you adopted one of our dogs and find
yourself in the position of not being able to keep him,
please, please contact us. We want him back!

Second Chance Cocker Rescue, Ine. is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation
dedicated to finding loving homes for cocker spaniels in need




Rummage Sale A Success

We changed our location and set it up at the last
minute on Labor Day weekend, but our annual
rummage sale was still a great success. We had tons
of stuff from many generous donors. The dealers
were having a field day with so many collectable and
vintage donations.

We would like to offer a huge thank you to Mary
and Wayne Lenhard for allowing us to use their back
yard for the sale. It was a perfect location and we
hope to use it again next year. Thank-you’s to all the
volunteers that help sort, price and sell this year also.
1t is a big job but they made it look easy. Thank you
also to the Friends of the Studio City Library and
Mark Pentifallo for their book donations.

Volunteer Opportunities

We are in need of someone to take over some of
our fundraising activities including our holiday
auction. This entails soliciting items for the auction,
posting them on the sale website and shipping them
to the winners. We are always looking for new ways
to fundraise and will discuss any ideas that are
presented to us. We will train and support you in any
way we can. Are you up for this challenge?

Another volunteer position that needs filling is
bookkeeping. This will entail about 1-2 hours a
month entering data for the books and creating
reports for the end of year taxes. If you have
experience doing non-profit tax returns then so much
the better. We can really use your help!

Lastly we need some help finding foster homes.
This 1s a critical part of our organization. We cannot
take in any new dogs if we do not have foster homes
to put them in.

We would like to thank Amy Canzano for taking
on grant writing for us. We are grateful for her offer
to help and look forward to working with her on this
project.

DNA Testing Now Available

You can now do a DNA test on your dog to find
out if she is indeed 100% purebred. If you have a
mutt you can find out exactly what is in that dog.
There are two tests currently on the market.

The Wisdom Panel MX Mixed Breed Analysis
requires a blood sample and is done in a
veterinarian's office. The results come back in two to
three weeks. It's based on DNA samples from 8,000
dogs, covering 134 breeds. The test its self is $125
plus the cost of the vet visit and drawing the blood.

Vist: www.whatsmydog.com

The Canine Heritage Breed Test is a do-it-
yourself kit from MMI Genomics. Owners swab the
inside of their dog's cheek, and mail it to the
company. This test covers 38 breeds, costs $71.95
and takes four to six weeks.

Visit: www.metamorphixinc.com.

DID YOU KNOW?

It is currently popular for dog trainers to call
themselves “Behaviorists” and command fancy prices
for their time. But you should know many, if not
most of them, are not really Behaviorists at all.

The difference between a dog trainer and an
Animal Behaviorist is in the degree, the college
degree that is. Animal Behaviorists have a Masters or
more often, a PhD in Animal Behavior. Dog trainers
are not required to have any formal training at all but
many of them do.

The next time someone introduces herself as a
Behaviorist, ask her what her PhD is in.

Quote For The Day

“We can judge the heart of a man by his treatment
of animals.”
- Immanuof Kant
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Andrea Bratt Frick
Clicker Training Specialist

Positive reinforcement training
for dogs of all ages and breeds
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